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6 But there was no alternative except that of taking
this step or of agreeing to the disguise or dereliction
of one's opinion on one of the most important questions
in the whole range of our domestic policy.

6 You will have heard of the King's determination to
form on this occasion a new Administration from among
the friends and supporters of the present system. * I
most ardently wish that he may succeed, and certainly
my best aid and support shall be given to those who
undertake to carry on the Government on the same
principles for which we have been so long struggling.
I should do great injustice to my own feelings if I
closed our official correspondence without thanking you,
in the warmest terms3 for the infinite assistance we
have derived from your services at Vienna. That they
were not more successful can in no respect be attri-
buted to you, but belonged to the fatality which
has prevailed in the Austrian counsels and arrange-
ments.

61 beg you to be persuaded that in all situations I
shall ever retain a lively sense of your conduct and a
sincere desire to cultivate your good opinion and
friendship.' *

Before the arrival of these despatches from England,
Lord Minto had (on February 15) addressed a letter to
Lord Grrenville, asking for his recall, on the ground
that he conceived the separate peace made by Austria
to be the natural conclusion of a mission destined

1 Lord Grenville to Lord Minto. ' ClevelandKow: February IS, 1801.'